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Compelled by God’s 

amazing love, Bates 

Place Ministries seeks 

to bring hope to our 

neighbors by 

reconnecting them to 

society and family, and 

empowering them 

toward a sustainable 

future. 

-Adopted July 2012 

Mission Statement 

On March 12, from 5:30-7pm, 

the First Christian Reformed 

Church fellowship hall 

became the safest place in 

the city for the over 600 Bates 

Place neighborhood residents 

who have FOC cases. The 

church became a safe zone—

meaning nobody on the 

premise could be arrested—

so that those with FOC cases 

could safely attend the Friend 

of the Court (FOC)  

Amnesty workshop.  

The workshop, which Bates 

Place sponsored, focused on 

giving people with FOC 

warrants help with getting 

their warrants dismissed. The 

workshop also offered 

assistance to new fathers and 

people who owed significant 

sums of money or had other 

unresolved issues with the 

FOC. It was especially 

important that the workshop 

take place in a safe zone 

because fear of arrest and 

further legal trouble often 

prevents those with FOC 

issues from getting help. 

Normally, if people with FOC 

cases go to the FOC and don’t 

have enough money to pay 

what they owe, 

they risk being 

put in jail. In 

fact, these men 

must live life 

continually 

looking over 

their shoulders 

for fear of an 

arrest. For 

example, if they get stopped 

for a traffic infraction and the 

police find there is a warrant 

for their arrest, they could 

lose their license and get a 

free ride to the county jail.  

Terry Novakowski, the 

executive director of the FOC, 

encouraged attendees not to 

let these fears stop them 

from getting the help that 

they need. In fact, 

Novakowski said that the FOC 

prefers that “you run to FOC 

rather than away from FOC.” 

Novakowski went on to 

explain that, with the help of 

the specialists at the meeting, 

attendees could get their 

warrants excused and even 

get their arrearages excused.  

After Novakowski’s talk, 

attendees met with 

supervision staff members 

from the FOC, who assisted 

them with individual  

issues confidentially.   

Pamela Houtteman, the 

program manager for the 

Goodwill Industries ACHIEVE 

program, also offered her 

expertise and assistance on 

matters of employment at the 

workshop. Goodwill’s 

ACHIEVE program is designed 

to help adults who are 

motivated to attain self-

sufficiency through 

employment. This program 

promises to assist motivated 

participants until a job is 

secured. Seventy percent of 

ACHIEVE participants are still 

employed one year  

after placement. 

While turnout for the 

amnesty workshop was not as 

large as organizers hoped, 

Friend of Court Amnesty Workshop offers safe place to 
ask for help 
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those that came got the help Last October, 

a man (let’s refer to him as John) showed 

up at the Bates Place doorstep with a 

problem. Because he had moved, John 

missed a notice ordering him to appear in 

court. When he didn’t appear at the court 

date, a warrant was issued for his arrest. 

He turned to Bates Place because he had 

heard that Bryan Blakely at Bates could 

help with Friend of the Court (FOC) 

warrant issues.  

Bryan contacted Terry Novakowski, 

executive director of FOC and arranged an 

appointment to work on the warrant issue, 

and Terry helped John get the arrest 

warrant dismissed. However, as John and 

Bryan discussed his warrant issue, another 

problem emerged. John was unemployed 

and unable to pay child support. So 

although he  no longer faced an arrest 

warrant, John still had no job and no way 

to pay child support as a result.  

Fortunately, Bates Place Ministries had just 

begun a partnership with the Goodwill 

Industries ACHIEVE program, a four week 

program that helps prepare people for 

successful employment and place them in 

jobs that fit their skills. By the beginning of 

November, John had joined the ACHIEVE 

program.  

As part of the program, John also started 

working at the Grand Rapids Recycle Plant 

for $8.15 an hour. This temporary job 

allowed him to practice all the skills he 

acquired through the ACHIEVE workshops. 

It also gave ACHIEVE a chance to monitor 

his work skills and performance.  And most 

importantly, it meant that he began 

earning a wage and could set up a payment 

schedule for child support. 

John’s time at the Recycle Plant proved to 

the folks at ACHIEVE that he was ready to 

graduate to a new job placement. In his 

new position, he is earning $11.00 an hour 

and has been able to set up an adjusted 

payment schedule for child support.  

The work Bates Place does with people like 

this man has a ripple effect. Although John 

originally came to Bates Place in search of 

a solution to one problem, Bates Place was 

able to help him with so much more. 

Partnering with Bates Place not only 

helped him get his arrest warrant 

dismissed, but brought him much-needed 

employment and greater independence, 

enabling him to fulfill his promise to pay 

child support.  

The arrest warrant solved a problem but 

the training and the job provided a 

sustainable future—Praise God! 

Marlene Cook                         
Communications Director                         
Bates Place Ministries 

 

The ripple effect: How God is working in one man’s life 

through Bates Place 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 3rd Annual “Unity in the 

Community” Pig Roast May 9, 2014 2:00 PM 

“Although this 

man originally 

came to Bates 

Place in search of a 

solution to one 

problem, Bates 

Place was able to 

help him with so 

much more.”  

(continued from page one) 

they needed. In fact, at night’s 

end, the people who attended 

all left without the burden of 

an active warrant for their ar-

rest. Those who filled out the 

DH681 form also saw $50,000 

dollars’ worth of arrearages 

dismissed. Others made ar-

rangements for more manage-

able payments. The Goodwill 

table also had many visitors 

interested in getting in the 

ACHIEVE program and being 

gainfully employed.  

Marlene Cook                       

Communications Director 

Bates Place Ministries 



 Coffee with the  

Captain meets on 

the first Tuesday of 

each month at  5:30 

p.m.  Please come 

and join us! 
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Community Policing:  Coffee with the Captain welcomes a 

new police chief and stimulates important discussions 

The South side of 

Grand Rapids has 

welcomed yet an-

other new captain: 

Captain Vincent 

Reilly.  

 
 

In the last newsletter, Bates Place 

Ministries introduced Captain Hertel 

as the replacement for Captain 

Payne. However, since then, Captain 

Hertel has accepted a position as 

chief at Grand Rapids Community 

College, and the South side of Grand 

Rapids has welcomed yet another 

new captain: Captain Vincent Reilly.  

Captain Reilly is a fourth generation 

Grand Rapidian with extensive expe-

rience on the police force for the 

city. Captain Reilly’s police career in 

GR began over 20 years ago in 1994. 

Since starting out as a second shift 

patrol officer, Captain Reilly has 

worked his way through the depart-

ment. He became a sergeant in 

1998, then a lieutenant in 2005. 

From 2010 up until his promotion to 

captain in February, Reilly served as 

the Commander of the Internal 

Affairs Unit.  

For an opportunity to get to know 

our new police captain in person, 

consider attending the next Coffee 

with the Captain meeting, May 5, at 

5:30 pm. 

These monthly meetings not only 

give people a chance to bring con-

cerns to the captain directly, but 

also continue to serve as a forum for 

discussion of a variety of city issues.  

And those who attend the meetings 

also learn about issues and policies 

that may change within the police 

department.  

For example, those who came to 

Coffee with the Captain learned 

about the new body cams months 

before their public announcement. 

One of the hottest topics at Coffee 

with the Captain over the last few 

months has been Sure Shot, a noise-

activated detection system that 

could alert GRPD when a gun has 

been fired, speeding up police re-

sponse time.  

April’s discussion centered on the 

fatal shooting at the Chicken Coop, a 

restaurant located on Hall and Divi-

sion. This business is open until 4 

am, attracting the after bar closing 

crowd . This crowd stops by for 

something to eat but also congre-

gates in the  parking lot  north of the 

Chicken Coop where multiple fights 

break out. In response to the latest 

shooting, the police are considering 

installing a mobile police station in 

that lot on weekends. The police are 

also thinking about increasing stop 

and searches. However, there are 

concerns that these options could 

create a police state environment in 

the city and lead to harassment of 

innocent people. Coffee with the 

Captain is an opportunity to voice 

those concerns. 

Coffee with the Captain meets at 

5:30 pm, the first Tuesday of every 

month right here at Bates Place. All 

are welcome! 

Marlene Cook                                

Communications Director            

Bates Place Ministries 



The Bates Place 
neighborhood or service 
area is bounded by: 

 Division Avenue (west) 

 Fuller Avenue (east) 

 Wealthy Street (north) 

 Hall Street (south) 

Visitors who reside outside 
this area are still offered 
advice and direction, but to 
be considered for financial 
assistance, a visitor must 
live within our defined 
neighborhood. 

Reconnecting and Empowering Our Neighbors to a Sustainable Future. 
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Your Tax-Deductible Gift to Bates Place is Appreciated!  

 

Bates Place Ministries exists because of the generosity of individuals, 
churches, programming partners, businesses and grant-making 
organizations. The Bates Place Board has set a fund raising goal of 
$16,000 in gifts before the close of 2015.   
 
Your gift to Bates Place supports its important ministry and outreach to a 
challenging part of the city.  Gifts to Bates Place are tax-deductible. 
 
             Mail to: 

Bates Place Ministries 
650 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
You can also make a gift on-line through our website at:  

www.batesplacegr.org 

 

 

Bates Place Board  
Clifford Washington 
Pine Rest 
 

Dave Jacobs 
Home Repair Services 
 

Joel Ruiter, President 
Covenant Retirement Communities 

 
Rev.William DeVries 
Retired CRCNA Pastor 
 

Scott VanderKooy 
Worldwide Christian Schools 
 

Rachel Klompmaker 
Baker Publishing Group 
 

Klasien Vaalburg 
Retired Nurse & Missionary 
 

Marlene Iwema, Treasurer 
Bredeweg & Zylstra PLC 

Executive Director:  
Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. 
 

Phone: (616) 241-BATES (2283) 
Fax: (616) 452-6649 

Email: batesplacegr@gmail.com 
Web: www.batesplacegr.org 

 
Drop-in Center & Café  Hours: 

 Monday: 10am - 4pm 

 Tuesday: 10am - 4pm 

 Wednesday: 10am - 

4pm 

 Thursday: 10am – 4pm 

 Friday: 10am - 4pm 

Physical Address: 
Bates Place 
636 Bates Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

Like us on 


